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U.N. Official’s Remarks a “Grave Mistake,” 
U.S.’s Bolton Says

American envoy calls on U.N. leadership to 
repudiate comments on United States

By Judy Aita
Washington File United Nations 
Correspondent

United Nations -- U.S. Ambassador John Bolton called 
comments about the United States by a senior U.N. 
official a “very, very grave mistake” that could affect 
adversely Americans’ perceptions of the United Na-
tions and harm the organization itself.

Bolton said June 7 that the “condescending and patron-
izing tone” of a speech by U.N. Deputy Secretary-
General Mark Malloch Brown was “a very serious” 
affront to the American people.

“To have the deputy secretary-general criticize the 
United States in such a manner can only do grave harm 
to the United Nations,” the ambassador said.  “Even 
though the target of the speech was the United States, 
the victim, I fear, will be the United Nations.”

Speaking at a global leadership conference of the 
Center for American Progress and the Century Foun-
dation June 6, Malloch Brown warned of “serious 
consequences” from a decadeslong tendency by “U.S. 
administrations of both parties to engage only fitfully 
with the U.N.”
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Malloch Brown, who became Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan’s deputy in March, said the United Nations’ abil-
ity to respond to major challenges such as bird flu, hu-
man rights abuses and peacekeeping in Darfur “is being 
weakened without U.S. leadership.”

Public discourse in the “U.S. heartland has been largely 
abandoned to its loudest detractors,” the U.N. official 
said, naming widely listened to conservative commen-
tator Rush Limbaugh and a top news broadcaster, Fox 
News.  Thus, the U.N. role in international affairs is “a 
secret in Middle America,” Malloch Brown said.

Bolton responded by saying criticism by an international 
civil servant of a U.N. member state “is just illegiti-
mate.” He said he thought about the speech “a good 
deal” before calling Annan early June 7 to protest what 
he considered “the worst mistake” by a senior U.N. of-
ficial in 25 years.

“The only way at this point to mitigate the damage to 
the United Nations” would be for Annan to “personally 
and publicly repudiate the speech at the earliest possible 
opportunity,” the ambassador said. Otherwise, Bolton 
said, he feared “the consequences not just for the [U.N.] 
reform effort, but for the organization as a whole.”

The United States has been in the forefront in pressing 
for management reform at the United Nations, backing 
many of Annan’s proposals on personnel management, 
budget oversight and reorganization.

Bolton said that he is “gravely concerned . . . at the very 
wounding effect” that the criticism will have on U.S. 
reform efforts.

Nevertheless, U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said 
that the secretary-general “stands by the remarks” of his 
deputy and did not see the speech as anti-United States, 
but rather as a call for greater U.S. engagement in the 
United Nations.

At the State Department, spokesman Sean McCormack 
said Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice “has been 
at the forefront of pushing the president’s agenda for 
reform of the United Nations, as well as working to sup-
port Secretary-General Annan’s reform measures” and 
“would be most surprised” by Malloch Brown’s com-
ments.

“We’ve worked hard to explain what we’re dong to the 
Congress.  We’ve worked hard to explain that to the 

American people.  And the fact that there may be people 
in the United States who have a different point of view, 
we think that that’s healthy,” the spokesman said.

Some U.N. issues “came to view because people were 
willing to speak out about them in public and to say 
there’s a problem and it needs to be fixed,” McCormack 
said.

Speaking with journalists at the end of June 7, Malloch 
Brown said the speech was “very, very carefully worded” 
and intended as “a very pro-U.S. speech in which its cen-
tral point is an appeal for more consistent public leader-
ship by the United Stated in the United Nations.”

For additional information, see United States and U.N. 
Reform:
http://usinfo.state.gov/is/international_security/UNGA_
2005.html

U.S. Trade Official Sees “New Era” in U.S.-
Africa Trade

USTR’s Schwab says Africa eager to trade, open to 
investment

By Charles W. Corey
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- While there are encouraging signs that “a 
new era” of trade, investment and prosperity is beginning 
in Africa, there is still much to be done to ensure long-
term economic growth and development.

U.S. Trade Representative-designate Susan Schwab 
made that point in an address to the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) Investment Summit in Wash-
ington June 7.

The event was held in conjunction with the fifth annual 
AGOA Forum and parallel civil-society and private-sec-
tor forums held under theme: “The Private Sector and 
Trade, Powering Africa’s Growth.”  

AGOA provides duty-free access to a wide range of more 
than 6,400 items -- including textile products -- into 
the U.S. market for African nations willing to reform 

http://usinfo.state.gov/is/international_security/UNGA_
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their economies along free-market lines. The landmark 
trade legislation -- the first of its kind with Africa -- was 
passed by Congress in 2000 and since has been amended 
and reauthorized.

Schwab, who lived eight years in Africa during her 
childhood, said that in spite of positive trends, “we must 
acknowledge that we have a lot of work to do” to make 
those trends permanent.

She said trade, spurred by AGOA and other Bush admin-
istration initiatives, has helped Africa become more pros-
perous, but Africa needs investment, which she called a 
“critical component” for stimulating growth and devel-
opment. The continent still lags far behind on investment 
flows as compared to other regions of the world, Schwab 
said.

For that reason, she said, the challenge is how to increase 
capital flows to the continent, which is rich in natural 
resources and human potential. She called on everyone 
to “continue to think creatively so that three quarters of 
a billion people who live in Africa can look forward to 
higher standards of living and ever-expanding economic 
opportunities.”

Quantifying the “signs of a new era,” Schwab said strong 
global economic growth, rising commodity prices, and 
economic and political reforms on the continent are sup-
porting “relatively robust growth” in sub-Saharan Africa.

Real growth in gross domestic product (GDP) for the 
region reached an eight-year high of 5.6 percent in 2004, 
while inflation touched an historic low at 9.8 percent in 
the same year, she said. 

Today’s Africa is a much different place from that 
encountered by investors just a few years ago, she said.  
“We are seeing less and less of the old Africa that was 
suspicious or closed to business and more and more of 
the new Africa that is open to investment, eager to trade, 
actively seeking inroads and linkages with the United 
States, with businesses and their own entrepreneurs.”

One of the significant developments that has come out 
of the Doha round of World Trade Organization negotia-
tions over the past five years, she said, is the emergence 
of a more “solid consensus” among all nations, includ-
ing developing nations, that trade is an important path to 
economic growth and development. 

In fact, she said, trade is a much clearer path to prosper-
ity than traditional aid. Many African leaders have shown 
that they understand this by working with the United 
States and other developed and developing countries 
to advance comprehensive trade liberalization efforts 
through the WTO’s Doha Development Agenda.  

AGOA BROADENING, DEEPENING TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT RELATIONS

In many ways, she said, AGOA is helping to usher in a 
new era by “broadening and deepening” trade and invest-
ment relations with the countries of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Schwab, who is a development economist, called the 
implementation of AGOA a central element of the Bush 
administration’s trade and investment policy toward sub-
Saharan Africa and said it is part of a U.S. effort to help 
reinforce Africa’s own economic and political reform 
efforts. “We are trying to provide greater African access 
to U.S. technical assistance and trade finance facilities 
and trying to promote high level U.S.-African dialogue 
on trade and investment issues such as the AGOA Forum 
discussions,” she added.

Both the United States and Africa are benefiting from 
AGOA, she said, by creating healthier and more stable 
economies, by strengthening democratic governments in 
sub-Saharan Africa and by expanding markets for Afri-
can and U.S. exports.

Trade and investment are “intrinsically linked,” she said, 
noting that U.S. firms are leading investors in Africa. 
By the end of 2004, she said, U.S. direct investment in 
Africa had risen 23 percent from the previous year to 
$13.5 billion. U.S. investors in Africa, she added, also 
are enjoying healthy returns on their money – an annual 
average of 29 percent since 1990.

AGOA offers the opportunity for more diverse invest-
ment outside the usual petroleum, mining and mineral 
sectors, Schwab said. She called on African governments 
to continue to nurture and improve their investment 
climates. Creating such an environment, she said, is 
something a country does for itself, for its own entrepre-
neurs and its own people.

For additional information on U.S. policy, see Africa and 
African Growth and Opportunity Act:
http://usinfo.state.gov/af/africa/trade_economic_develop-
ment/agoa.html

http://usinfo.state.gov/af/africa/trade_economic_develop-ment/
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U.S. Foreign Aid Will Focus on Sustainable 
Growth, Official Says

Shift will allow agencies to use aid resources better, 
aid director adds

By Kathryn McConnell
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington – A results-oriented approach to foreign aid 
will help recipient countries build on past successes to 
achieve sustainable economic and social progress, says 
Randall Tobias, U.S. foreign assistance director and 
administrator of the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID).

This “transformational” approach also will help U.S. 
government agencies coordinate assistance efforts to 
achieve greater results, Tobias told a meeting of the 
Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid (ACFA) 
in Washington June 7.

He said the new approach is providing the “right set-
ting” for countries to use aid responsibly and focus on 
achieving a “well-functioning and accountable state that 
responds to the needs of its people.” 

The approach also will identify the foreign-aid goals so 
that a country eventually can “graduate” from reliance on 
outside aid, he said.

Even though the host government’s role is “crucial” in 
using aid effectively, it also is important that citizens 
understand their governments are responsible for achiev-
ing sustainable development, Tobias said. The new aid 
approach groups recipient countries into categories based 
on shared characteristics and allows planners in the field 
to develop a combination of programs intended to help 
countries progress, he said.

For instance, he said, in “emerging” countries recover-
ing from conflict, efforts would focus on achieving peace 
and stability.

“A country can’t progress without peace, security and 
stability, and economic growth,” Tobias said.

In “developing” countries where government account-
ability may be weak, efforts would be directed to gov-
ernance and democracy along with support for health, 
education and poverty alleviation, he said.

In “transforming” countries that have made progress in 
governance, continued aid for health, education and eco-
nomic development programs would be provided until 
they are on a solid path to sustainability, Tobias said.

“Progress is essential,” the director said. “The challenges 
of our time demand this change.”

ACFA is a 24-member group of private citizens with ex-
pertise in international development. The committee was 
established by presidential directive after World War II to 
serve as a link between the U.S. government and private 
groups active in humanitarian assistance and develop-
ment work in other countries.

For additional information on U.S. development efforts, 
see Global Development and Foreign Aid:
http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/economic_issues/global_devel-
opment.html

World Progressing Against Pandemic Risk, 
State’s Dobriansky Says

United States, partners meet in Vienna, Austria, to 
combat avian, pandemic flu

By Charlene Porter
Washington File Staff Writer

Washington -- The international community has made 
“great progress” in its joint effort to combat the avian 
influenza pandemic and prepare for a possible outbreak 
of human pandemic influenza, said Under Secretary of 
State for Democracy and Global Affairs Paula Dobrian-
sky June 7.

Dobriansky met in Vienna, Austria, June 6-7 with senior 
officials from other nations involved in an International 
Partnership on Avian and Pandemic Influenza.

President Bush launched the multilateral initiative in 
September 2005, and representatives from participating 
nations met in Washington for the first time in October. 

“The world has made great progress, improving pre-
paredness and communications, surveillance and detec-
tion, and response and containment,” Dobriansky said in 

http://usinfo.state.gov/ei/economic_issues/global_devel-opment
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an address to the session, hosted by the Austrian Foreign 
Ministry on behalf of the European Union.

Dobriansky also announced that the United States will 
contribute another $28 million to this international effort 
in which donor nations are trying to assist nations most 
severely affected by avian influenza. These lesser-devel-
oped nations are considered the likeliest places for the 
H5N1 virus to make the species leap that could allow it 
to escalate into a human pandemic.

This latest pledge pushes the total U.S. contribution to 
the effort to more than $360 million.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has confirmed 
128 human deaths from infection with the H5N1 virus 
from 225 identified cases.

The virus is not considered to have the ability to readily 
infect humans or to be easily transmitted among them. 
The possibility that the virus might develop those capa-
bilities gives rise to warnings from health experts that a 
pandemic could emerge.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations estimates that more than 200 million birds have 
died from H5N1 infection or been destroyed in the ani-
mal pandemic that began in late 2003.

SUPPORT IN MANY FORMS

In the months since the partnership first coalesced, 
Dobriansky said the United States has taken a variety of 
steps to help other nations contain or combat disease.

• The United States has supported planning and commu-
nication efforts in 46 nations.

• The United States is helping more than 25 countries 
improve their laboratories, diagnostic capacities and 
disease-surveillance systems.

• The United States has provided supplies and equipment 
to 34 nations to bolster their ability to respond rapidly 
when the disease first appears within their borders.

• The United States has sent stockpiles of anti-viral medi-
cations to Asia in preparation for a human outbreak, and 
is spending more than $60 million to enlarge internation-
al stockpiles of pharmaceuticals for that purpose. 

• The United States has provided $36 million to support 
the work of international organizations such as WHO and 
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Organization, and $41 
million for international research activities.

Dobriansky said this support is producing positive results 
that provide examples for other nations. In Vietnam, she 
said, quick government action to reduce opportunities for 
animal and human outbreaks helped contain the virus. In 
the midst of animal and human outbreaks in Turkey in 
January, region-wide cooperation helped minimize the 
impact of the disease.

THE FUTURE

At the same time she cited success, Dobriansky was cau-
tious about projecting success into the future.

Reports of the appearance of animal disease were made 
swiftly, as H5N1 broke out in 51 nations, although the 
State Department official said the same may not neces-
sarily be true if human disease appears.

“Leaders must continue to encourage their colleagues 
at home and abroad to be forthcoming with information 
critical to global response efforts,” she said. “Providing 
accurate information to international partners can signifi-
cantly limit both the human and economic impacts of an 
outbreak.”

FROM THE FIELD

The urgency of the talks in Vienna is underscored by 
reports of another human death in Indonesia, confirmed 
by WHO June 6. A 15-year-old boy in the West Java 
Province died from the disease within six days of the first 
signs of symptoms in late May.

The boy’s exposure is linked to the presence of sick and 
dying chickens in his household. The case demonstrates 
the importance of efforts to raise public awareness about 
the risk and dangers of disease, according to WHO’s 
report on the case.

In a second assessment of Indonesia’s action June 6, 
WHO describes the swift efforts of health authorities to 
eliminate the possibility of H5N1 infection in four nurses 
who had developed influenza-like illness after caring for 
patients who carried the deadly virus. Two of the four 
nurses had been involved in the care of family members 
fatally infected with H5N1 in the largest family cluster of 
the disease seen to date.
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“The speed and thoroughness with which influenza-like 
illness in these nurses was investigated are indicative of 
the heightened concern among Indonesian health authori-
ties,” the WHO situation update said.

“The negative test results for all four nurses,” the update 
added, “provide reassuring evidence that the virus is not 
spreading efficiently or sustainably among humans at 
present.”

Indonesia has identified 32 human cases of H5N1 infec-
tion since January, resulting in 26 deaths. After Vietnam, 
Indonesia has experienced the highest number of human 
H5N1 cases of any nation.

For ongoing coverage of the disease and efforts to com-
bat it, see Bird Flu:
http://usinfo.state.gov/gi/global_issues/bird_flu.html

Pleases Note: Most texts and transcript mentioned in 
the U.S. Mission Daily Bulletin are available via our 
homepage: http://geneva.usmission.gov/ 
 
Select "Washington File" from the top menu bar.
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